GOODWIN'S WEEKLY.

HE past few weeks have furnished some sensational develop-
ments in political circles. It is patent that a strong spirit of
independence is rampant in the Republican camp, The clar-

ion call of Harry S. Joseph sometime ago to the Republican rank and
file to rally around new colors and ¢lean up the bosses and clean out
the crowd at the capitol, stirred up the party members to a high pitch,
and the pot has already begun to hoil. It was to be expected, of course,
that the turbulent gentleman from Salt Lake county would, like the
proverbial Irishman, be “against the government” this year, for he has
been shooting straight at the heads of the party leaders for a long time
and besides, he has a few old scores of his own to even up. Hereto-
fore the odds have always been against him. Sometimes he has been
jobbed and sometimes he hasn’t, but this year he is bound to get a
great run for his money and he is sure to have company. That is, if
he will confine his personal efforts to a fight for the sake of principle

and not for office for himself.

r“ the ery for a new deal and for
new leadership wers coming from a
stray Insurgent here and there, those
in the saddle might well afford to dis-
count Ita importance just as they
have in countless instances in the
past, And if the ory were confined
to disgruntled politlclans and disap-
poiuted office-seckers, it might In
snfety be ignored. But this year the
cry |s coming straight from the great
rank and file of the party, from men
and women who have grown weary
of the devious ways of arrogant lead-
ers—leaders who would rule or ruin,
who would sail the ship or scuttle it.
It appears, therefore, that the third-
termers, the office-hoppers, and the
gell-appointed dictators will bhe ob-
liged to deal forthwith, not merely
with patriots for revemue only, but
with the outraged mass of (he party
membership who have nothing per-
sonal to gain for themselves, but who
are determined at Jast to make a
show-down fight for their right of rep-
resentation in the party councils and
on the ticket.

The situation is paradoxical. The
state is normally Republican by a
comfortable majority, Ever since
statehood the Republican party has
enjoyed the confidence of the people
and has held continuous control of
the state’s affairs. The organization
and up-bullding of the state for twen-
ty years tells the story of Republican
achievement—n-splendid record In It-
gelf, And yet, it i# manifest that this
year Republicans are learful of suec-
cess. Why? Ask the independent
Republican who would place party
prineiples before personal strife, who
owes no tribute to the powers that
be, who has no official axe to grind
either for himself or another, who
has no tottering throne to wuphold,
but who instead has the courages to
stand on his own lega and talk like
a free man should, and he will tell
you a story stranger than fiction.

In the same breath that he pro-
fesses allegiance to the fundamental
principles of his party, he will flerce-
ly denounce the personnel and prac-
tices of the office holders and the
bosses, He will tell you how candl-
dates have besn “hand-ploked,"” how
men continually succeed themselves

in office, how they jump from one of-
flee to another, how familles are fa-
yored, how some of the smaller coun-
ties receive approximately as much
money in salaries as they pay back
to the state in taxes, how high office
holders in the party attack the pub-
lie records of each other in their mad
seramble for office, how n bitter per-
gonnl feud has divided the party lead-
ers into two hostile camps, how this
Irreconciliable enstrangement result-
ed in the loss of the hanner Repub-
liean, county at the last election, and
how this factional fight now threat-
eng disaster to the party unless the
ocontrol of these leaders Is cunbed,
And when you have heard this story
you will wonder how the old party
has so long weathered the storm, and
you will understand, perhaps, why
gome men and women have left its
ranks in disgust and why othera bave
sulked In thelr tents,

Nor I8 this all. The Independent
Republican will algo tell you how
these same leaders, utterly unmindiul
of the storm of sentiment that is now
sweeping from one end of the state
to the other, are undertaking to ar-
rogate to themselvea the right to say
who belong In the party and who do
not. Moreover, that they would deny
to thousands of good citizens the priv-
{lege of particlpating in the party
councils and of enjoving its perqui-
gites, These are the same citizens
who four years ago left the old party,
not to follow new gods, but because
they refused to worship false ones. In
their honest belief, they were not for-
gaking the faith, but seeking rather
to keep It. Bome have returned to
the party, and others have made rea-
sonable overtures, but the leaders
atill eall them renegades and class
them with the common enemy, They
may come bnok to the old party, of
course, but only on probation. They
can be the tall to the kite and noth-
ing more,

On the other hand, ask the [nde-
pendent Republican what he thinks of
these same thousands of good cltlzens
and he will tell vou that there is 11t
tie if any difference bhetween them
and himself. He wants wrongs right-
ed—so do they. He seeks reforms—
o do they. He wants a change of

leadership—so do they, They botih
have a common object in view, but
herelofore they liave differed as to
the means of obtaining it  Divided
as they have been, they have accom-
plished much; united, they can ac-
complish more. They stand upon
common ground and are entitled to
equal opportunities within tne party.

The story told by the independent
Republican Is falrly In line with the
facts,. He hns Jjust cause for com-
plaint. He may find favor with the
bosses, it is true, but only at the cost
of abeolute sobservinnce to ‘thelr
wishes, He falls from grace the very
moment he wventures an opinion or
has an idea of his own, and he 18 de-
nounced as a traftor when he under-
tukes to stand on his rights and re-
fuses to wear the ring of the leaders
in his nose. BSo true is this, that
only a few days ago a nign Republi-
can officinl, who Is bent upon sue-
cepding himselfl for a third term,
openly resented the fact that a por-
tion of his party is disposed to stand
for a new deal and a new candidate
in opposition to himself. Oh! “the In-
solence of offica

We still believe in the eld parly.
We belleve that Utah has need for a
continuation of its fundamental poli-
cies, provided the control of the par-
ty is chastened. And most of all we
believe in the great mass of men and
women in the party—those who have
steadfastly remained in the ranks and
those who have returned to the ranks
—men and women who have falth in
themselves and who are firm In their
determination to wrest the control of
their party from those who have so
long abused it
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As usunl, the democrats are in no
shape to take advantage of the op-
portunity offered them this year. They
are shot to pleces themselves. The
leaders are divided into a dozen
camps, and every private wants fo
wear the shoulder straps. Viewed as
f whole, the Democratic party at the
present time looks very much like a
Mexican army. The leaders are work-
ing overtime trying to cut each oth-
er's throats, and treachery is on foot
in the ranks, It's dollars to dough-
nuts that Brother Wallace gets bump-
ed off the throne, and that the Dem-
ocritic seramble for places on  the
ticket this year will resolve itself in-
to the fancieat free-for-all affalr ever
pulled off in loeal political circles.
The dope is already upsel and to gum-
ble on the outcome would be the wild-
est form of speculation, This because
Democrats make politics g personal
matter; they never stay put, either
before a convention or after, but carry
their fight right up to the polls. As a
rule, your genuine Democrat hates o
Topublican less thun he hates the
Democrat who has bested him In con-
vention, and there you have the rea-
son.,
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The sensation of the week was the

wire from Cuba that £'mon Bam-
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berger had withdrawn from the race
for the United States senate, The an-
nouncement dumfounded the Demo-
crats, and startled the community.
The foct that he offered no explana-
tion only tended to enliven the situ-
atlon. Many reasons are being offer
ed by the Democrats for his action
but we are not inclined to give them
much credence. We do not believe
that the ex-state senator quit the race
for the nomination because he feared
his chances of success, He I8  too
game for that and besides, be appear-
ed to have the inslde track over all
other candidates In the field. Nor do
we believe that, the nomination se-
cured, he feared to face the people at
the polls, for he would have had a
fighting chance to win this year.

Simon Bamberger is a big man, He
stands big in his party but bigger in
the community., He is first of all a
loyal citizen—intensely loyal to Utah,
and if we measure the man correctly
he would not consciougly become =&
party to any transaction detrimental
to the best interests of the state or to
the welfare of its people. And so,
we suspect that when he looked far
ahead and found how, if elected to the
high office he sought, he would be
compelled to choose belween the
marked consistency of hig ecitizenship
and loyalty to his party, that then
the bigness of the man asserted It-
self and hence his decision. As a
Democratic TUnited States senator
from Utah, he could not be loyal to
his state and support the tariff policy
of hig party, and he could not be loyal
to his party and oppose Iit.

And all the while, the Salt Lake
county Progressives, a Dbedraggled
bunch, are taking themselves entirely
too seriously but are nevertheless
furnishing continuous amusement for
the community—amusement that sav-
ors of the side show varlety.

The story {s related of a Boston con-
tractor who was startled one morning
when his foreman rushed in with the
news that one of their new houses
had tumbled down in the night.

“What cansed it?" asked the boss.

“Why, the workmen made the mis-
take of taking down the scaffolding
hefore they got the wall paper on!"
egaid the subordinate.

Bertha—Ethel's beau calls her the
apple of his eye, peach and pippin.
Why can't you cal me things like
that?

Joe—Bure, Ethel's beau Is In the
vegetable and fruit business, while 1
keep a fish market!

A minister came to the Episcopal
church of a small town to speak.

“Do you wish to wear a surplice?”
asked the rector.

“Surplice!” cried the visitor. “Bur-
plice! 1 am a Methodist,. What do
1 know about surplices? All T know
about is a defleit!"




